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Chapter 1

A. Vocabulary

(Make sure you can read these words before you read chapter 1)

building volunteer control hysterical unusual weighed

   medium medicine secret taught penitentiary 

B. Read Chapter 1.

C. Understanding the Novel

( Answer these questions in complete sentences using the correct punctuation.) 

1. How many children are there in the Herdman family? 

What are their names?

2. How did the Herdmans set fire to the tool house?

3. What happened when Claude took the cat to school for Show and Tell?

4. How did Imogene learn the weight of everyone in the class?

5. How did Imogene use the information she learned in the health room?

6. Who was considered the meanest of the Herdman children?   Why?

D. Thinking About the Novel

(These questions ask for your ideas ans opinions, therefore there are no right

or wrong answers.  However, you must give reasons for your answers.)

1. How would you feel if you had to be in a class with someone like

Imogene?

How would you deal with her classroom behavior?

2. How did you feel as you read this chapter of the novel?

What did you think about the events in the chapter?

3. The author makes sure that the reader understands how mean and nasty

the Herdman children are.

How does she do this?
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Chapter 4  True or False?

1. Everyone was on time for the first rehearsal. _________

2. The Herdmans did not know the story of the first Christmas. _________

3. Alice Wendleken was surprised that the Herdmans did not know 

the Christmas story. _________

4. Mother said she would read the story to everyone. _________

5. The narrator had to sit next to Imogene. _________

6. The Herdmans sat and listened to Mother reading the story, but

kept interrupting. _________

7. Imogene thought it was terrible that Mary and Joseph had to

sleep in a stable. _________

8. Gladys thought the Angel of the Lord was like something out of 

a comic book. _________

9. Imogene thought the gifts the wise Men brought for the baby 

were wonderful. _________

10. The Herdmans thought Herod must be the most important king 

because he told the others what to do. _________

11. The Herdmans wanted Herod to be in the pageant so they could 

beat him up. _________

12. The narrator was surprised that the Herdmans became so interested 

and involved in the story. _________
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Grammar and Punctuation

Activity 6

When two or more words are used to modify or describe  a verb, they are called 

adverb phrases.

Adverb phrases tell how, when or where the action is taking place.

The book fell onto the floor. ( where )

The herdmans caused trouble every day.       ( when )

The whole class screamed in terror. ( how )

A. Circle the verbs, then underline the adverb phrases write if they tell how, when

or where on the line.

1. The tool house burned to the ground. ____________________

2. The Herdmans sneaked into the movies every week.

_____________________ ______________________

3. The teacher put a coat over her head . ____________________

4. The pageant was held every year. ____________________

5. Ollie put a pussy willow inside his ear. ____________________

6. Imogene smoked cigars in the ladies room. ____________________

7. Alice very quietly refused to play a part in the pageant.   _________________

8. “We will go through the play without stopping, “ said Mother.

_______________________

B. Write sentences that contain the following adverb phrases.

1. An adverb phrase telling how.

2. An adverb phrase telling where.

3. An adverb phrase telling when.

4. Adverb phrases telling how and where.

5. Adverb phrases telling where and when.
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Creative Writing

Activity 7

The novel is told from the narrator’s point of view.

This means the story is told as she interprets the events.

Rewrite the part of the novel that tells about the first rehearsal as Imogene

might have told it.

Consider how it would be different from the narrator’s point of view.

Creative Writing

Activity 8

Pretend you are a book critic writing for a newspaper.

Write a review of The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.

Your review should include a brief plot outline and also tell what you liked

and disliked about the novel.

You could make suggestions for improvement if you feel they are needed, 

and also tell what reader would enjoy the novel.
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Integrated Activities 

Activity 3

Work with a group of friends to create a portrait 

gallery of the main characters in The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.

Draw each character on a separate sheet of paper.

Refer to the novel to make sure that your portraits are accurate.

Color them with paint or pastel.

Label the portraits.

Make a title page for your portraits and staple them together to 

form a booklet.

Be sure to include the names of all the artists on the title page.

Integrated Activities 

Activity 4

Create a time line for the events concerning the pageant.

Your time line should begin with the first rehearsal and end when 

everyone says it really was the best pageant ever.

You may add small illustrations to make the time line more attractive 

and interesting.


