Trial Transcripts for Fairy Tales
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TEACHING SUGGESTIONS

l. Read the original story to the students. Try to find an edition that has the
original version.
Note that there is significantly less violence than in more modern versions:
the woodsman in Little Red Riding Hood cutting open the wolf.

A Venn diagram ( page 5 ) could be used to compare and contrast the
degree of violence in the old and new versions.

2. Identify the conflicts in the tales. Are they man against. man, man against
nature or man against himself?
The students could use the work sheet on page 6 to identify the various
kinds of conflict.

3. Approach the mock trial as a drama. Assign the parts and allow time for
the students to familiarize themselves with the material in the transcripts.
If possible have the students memorize them. This makes dramatization
easier. Use tables and chairs to create the courtroom scene.
Most parts can be assigned to either boys or girls. Gender specific
comments may need to be modified: for example, sir.

4. The trial, after rehearsals, can be presented to other classes. Have someone
act as “Grandma”, seated in a rocking chair who will read the original story
to the audience. Announce that this is a grave wrongdoing that cannot go
unpunished, then present the trial.

5. Obtain a State Sentencing Guideline and list of crimes defined from your
local county attorney or the State Attorney General's office.

6. Have the students write trial transcripts for other fairy tales: Cinderella,
Sleeping Beauty, etc.

7. Present other versions of the fairy stories: The Other Tale of Mr. Wolf.

8. Use the trials to do career studies in the legal system: judge, lawyer, bailiff,
clerk of the court, etc.
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The Red Hood Caper

Characters:

Judge
Red Riding Hood
Mr. Wolf

Wolf’s attorney, the Defense
Hood’s attorney, the Prosecution
Mrs. Grandmother

Mpr. Hunter

Clerk of the Court
Bailiff

Foreman of the Jury

The 12 jurors have been selected.

Scene: The District Court with Judge presiding.

Bailiff: Hear ye! Hear ye! The District Court with the Honorable Judge
1s now 1n session. All who have business before it will come to
order. All rise.

(All stand as the Judge enters. He seats himself at the bench-a desk facing
the audience.)

Bailiff: Be seated.

(The prosecutor, defense attorney, the defendant, plaintiff, and the clerk
are  seated at the front The bailiff stands at the door.)

Judge: Call the next case.
Clerk: The People versus Mr. Wolf
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